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a virgin V* That was the card she meant to play
for all it was worth.
Now here again the whole story is made much
more lively and interesting because of the kind
of young woman Elizabeth was. She was so full
of spirit, and so determined to enjoy herself.
She was no sedate quiet young lady, ready to
behave modestly and to marry sensibly. She
enjoyed the company of men, she knew the kind
of men she liked, she meant above all to do as
she thought fit, not as her advisers recommended.
She was so free and easy and flirtatious that
people blamed her, and said she was scandalous
in the way she behaved. She was young, a queen,
and with no mother, grandmother, aunts, or any
relations, to keep her in order. So she enjoyed
herself in her own way. Since people love gossip,
of course tales were told. Her ministers would
be in an agony. They were convinced that she
would ruin everything by a bad choice. Burghley
would often in despair tell his friends that he had-
decided to give up his career and leave the Court,
because he saw that the Queen was determined on
a marriage that he could not approve.
Because we know that in fact she never married
anyone, we perhaps find all her marriage plans
and love affairs unreal and tiresome. We become
bored with all the excitement over the Queen's,
suitors. But we need to remember that the people
of that day were sure she would marry someone,
and they were always passionately excited over